Helicobacter pylori--the hidden infection.
Surgical intervention is the failure of medicine. Or so it was once said. Those who have been involved in the treatment of peptic ulceration would probably agree with that statement. In the Fifties, general surgery lists included a high proportion of gastric surgery. Between then and now there has been an increasing refinement of techniques until the development of more effective medical treatment led to a reduction in surgery for peptic ulceration. In recent years the realisation that the micro-organism helicobacter pylori is significant in the incidence of ulcers has opened up new lines of treatment. Understanding of this infection is still necessary for those involved in therapeutic and diagnostic surgical interventions.